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saries would in fact be either more comfortable or
more numerous. Historically speaking, the fact is
the very reverse. The only societies in which there
is such an equality are societies in which the level is
one of uniform misery, and whose total industrial
efficiency is incomparably smaller than that of the
more civilised races. It has been only in so far as a
nation has been able to support classes with suffi-
cient means to devote themselves to science and art,
and the cultivation of the higher faculties generally,
that it has acquired the vast powers of production
which enable some to be disproportionately rich, but
which also enable numerous masses to support them-
selves in tolerable comfort where there were once a
few wandering barbarians. That the more cultivated
classes have sought only their own advantage instead
of the general benefit, may be too true; but the con-
clusion is, not that they should cease to have the
desires which entitle a man to be called a civilised
being, but that these desires should be so regulated
and moralised as to subserve directly and necessarily
the ends which they have only promoted indirectly
and accidentally. A society which has grown rich
by mechanical discoveries andindustrious organisation
has acquired the power of greatly raising the average
level of comfort. If, in point of fact, its power has
been greatly misused, if a great development of